This quantitative, longitudinal study examined reciprocal relations between father involvement (e.g., playing
IMPLICATIONS FOR MILITARY PROFESSIONALS:
Military professionals could:
Collaborate with organizations connected with military parents to emphasize the influence of father interaction on coparenting behaviors Facilitate father-child interaction groups to help foster parent-child relationship and attachment
IMPLICATIONS FOR PROGRAMS:
Programs could: Educate military parents about how coparenting behaviors can impact the marital subsystem as well as the parentchild subsystem Provide education to military parents regarding parenting skills, especially to younger military parents or those coping with a recent deployment
LIMITATIONS
Other untested variables may be influencing results. For example, the quality of the parent-child dyad was not assessed but could be influencing father involvement and coparenting behaviors.
Only heterosexual couples with a resident father and at least one preschool-aged child participated; this limits generalizability.
Other aspects of the outcome may be missed because only one informant was used. For example, only fathers provided selfreported child involvement in play and caregiving activities. 
AVENUES FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

